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Introduction

The  Stewardship theme is summarized in 1 Corinthians 12:1-6… there are:

· Diverse gifts – with the same Spirit

· Different ministries – through the same Lord

· Diverse activities – the same God who works in all

Parishes with successful Orthodox Christian Stewardship have found that incredible support is unleashed from Stewards who willingly, unselfishly, and joyfully offer their Time, Talents, and Treasures, which enhances the spirituality and ministry of the local parish. 

If your parish is not employing the Orthodox Christian concept of Stewardship or if your parish wishes to improve and further develop its existing Stewardship program, the material in this booklet will assist you in reaching the lofty spiritual and financial goals that Stewardship makes possible.  Additional Stewardship material can be found in the Stewardship section on our website – www.serborth.org
Quick Guide for an Effective Stewardship Ministry
Being Organized:

· Plan early – planning must begin by the middle of the preceding year up to the beginning of the Ecclesiastical New Year
· Priest and Parish Council must completely “buy-in” and are responsible for overall leadership – all must actively participate

· Each committee member provides active outreach and welcoming ministry

· Stewardship must include Time, Talent, and Treasure
· Stewards have a sense of belonging

· Stewards develop spiritually

· Treasure will take care of itself

· Plan and coordinate communications focusing on Stewardship throughout the year

Stewardship Committee Organization and Activities:

· Establish the committee by the middle of the preceding year

· Frequently chaired by vice president of Parish Council (or is a Parish Council member)

· The Priest is an active member

· Members are hand-picked for commitment and leadership

· Members must lead by example – must be the first stewards and give sacrificially 
· The members are the community leaders

· 100% participation of the committee with the total amount contributed announced to demonstrate the commitment of the community leaders

· Committee prepares strategy and materials and coordinates the operation of program

· Coordinate closely with Priest, particularly his Stewardship sermons

· Committee should expand to about 10% of the community to conduct gatherings and visitations

· Schedule a Stewardship Sunday event – typically with the beginning of the Ecclesiastical New Year or another Sunday more suitable for your parish
· Committee must plan and make presentations at end of Divine Liturgies or at coffee hours, luncheons, dinners, or gatherings
· Meet weekly during campaign 

· The Stewardship Committee must personally contact all parishioners and invite them to become stewards 

The Priest’s Role:
· The spiritual leader of Stewardship throughout the year  

· Demonstrates commitment, support, and encouragement for Stewardship
· Delivers sermons and messages on Stewardship
· Frequently during first year and every year thereafter

· Each Sunday during the fourth quarter of the year
· The Priest can be extremely effective with donors

Communication of Stewardship: (this could be a subcommittee)

· The Stewardship Committee must personally contact all parishioners and invite them to become stewards

· Personal, In-Home Visitations are the Most Effective Approach
· Visit every parishioner in his or her home

· Pray with them and share the vision of the parish

· Develop a sense of belonging and responsibility

· Discuss what is important to that parishioner and listen to their concerns

· Follow up until they submit Stewardship commitment

· Small Group Gatherings for Education: (if personal visitations are not feasible)

· Pray with them and share the vision of the parish

· More effective than mailings

· Up to 10 – 20 individuals in a home

· Develop a sense of belonging and responsibility

· By invitation; preferably “formal”

· Telephone thank you/follow-up

· Include each parish organization
· Follow up until they submit Stewardship commitment

· Visitations after Small Group Gatherings:

· Must visit all who did not attend small group gatherings

· Find the key to their spiritual growth and active involvement

· Weekly Stewardship reminder in Sunday bulletin

· Monthly, mention Stewardship from pulpit and place an article in each newsletter

· 5-10 minute annual presentation at each organization’s meeting

· Twice-yearly letter to entire congregation

· Annual face-to-face sessions

· Include a youth program via catechism school and/or youth organizations 

· Remainder of the year: 

· Visit or contact those individuals not responding

· Send a personalized thank-you note for each Stewardship commitment

· Send a personalized thank-you note for the offering at year’s end

· Send a personalized thank-you note for providing their time and talent after function or activity

Commitments of Time, Talent, and Treasure:

· Review and collate the time and talent information on the commitment card 

· Provide a copy of the time and talent information to the Priest, Parish Council, and all church organizations and committees
· Never have a minimum commitment!

· All commitments and contributions must be confidential (only one or two people need to know the amounts of parishioners’ contributions)
· Consider not charging for Sacraments

· Zero is an option for some parishioners (there may be parishioners that do not have financial resources) – focus on the Time and Talents
· Reporting Stewardship commitments/donations
· Monthly/quarterly statements of offerings
· Monthly/quarterly published reports of ministry progress

· Occasional letters to those significantly behind on commitment
· Well-publicized “catch-up” Sundays two or three times a year

· Mail weekly envelopes monthly or annually

· GOAL - Raise 100% of the operational expenses through Stewardship (excluding candles, cash, and specifically designated donations)

Orthodox Christian Stewardship
Stewardship and the Steward

Orthodox Christian Stewardship is a Christ-centered lifestyle, which acknowledges accountability, reverence, and responsibility before God.  The primary purpose of Stewardship is to promote the spiritual growth and strengthen the faith of Stewards. Becoming a Steward begins when we believe in God, to whom we give our love, loyalty, and trust and act on those beliefs.  As Stewards, we affirm that every aspect of our lives comes as a gift from Him.  Orthodox Christian Stewardship is a call on all of the faithful to share willingly and cheerfully the gifts that God has bestowed on them including sharing these gifts for God’s work in His Church.
An Orthodox Christian Steward is an active participant in the life of the Church.  The parish encourages all who accept our Orthodox Faith to become practicing Stewards.  Each year the Steward is expected to carefully review his or her personal circumstances and make a personal commitment of Time, Talent, and Treasure to support the Parish Ministries, which in turn support the National Ministries of our Archdiocese, Metropolises, and institutions. 

Stewardship and Budget

A successful Orthodox Christian Stewardship Program should cover the entire Parish Ministries and Operating Budget.  The parish, in time, will not find it necessary to depend on festivals and other events to meet its financial responsibilities.  When a parish first enters into the Orthodox Christian Stewardship Program, profits from such events supplement Stewardship revenue shortfalls in meeting the Parish Ministries and Operating Budget.  After a few years of concentrated effort and a positive attitude, the Stewardship revenues will completely support and provide total coverage and even enhance the budget.  Thereafter, the proceeds from festivals and other fundraising activities can then be used to enhance and expand the ministries of the parish.
Stewardship and the Parish Priest

The foremost purpose of the Steward’s offering of Time, Talents, and Treasures is to support and maintain the spirituality of the Sunday liturgical experience throughout the year.  This requires that the Stewardship Committee work closely with the Parish Priest. 

The success of the Orthodox Christian Stewardship is directly attributable to the spiritual leadership of the Priest working together with the dedicated Stewardship Committee and Parish Council members.  The message of Stewardship should be woven into the Priest’s sermons, pulpit announcements, and the parish print and electronic media.  Statistics have shown that if the Priest does not preach convincingly and project Stewardship giving regularly, the program will not be successful.  The Priest has the spiritual responsibility to teach Stewardship, which is ultimately the Christian perspective on how we should understand and treat our blessings.   
Personal Visitation

For best results, personal in-home visitations are the most effective approach.  If feasible, make every effort to visit every parishioner in his or her home.  Pray with them and share the vision, develop a sense of belonging and personal responsibility.  Discuss what is important to that parishioner and listen to their concerns.  Have the committee telephone and/or send hand-written “thank you” notes.  Follow up until they submit a Stewardship Commitment card.  

For better results, small group gatherings for education are more effective than mailings.  Include up to 10 to 20 individuals in a home by invitation, preferably formal. Be sure to include each parish organization.  Pray with them and share the vision, develop a sense of belonging and personal responsibility.  Discuss what is important to those parishioners and listen to their concerns.  Have the committee telephone and/or send personalized “thank you” notes.  Follow up until they submit a Stewardship Commitment card.  

Visit or contact those individuals who did not attend the small group gathering. 

Find the key to their spiritual growth and active involvement. 
No Minimum or Maximum Commitment
All parishioners declare their annual commitment, freely, by submitting an Orthodox Christian Stewardship Commitment Card.  The fundamental premise of Stewardship is that each Steward will give in accordance with his or her individual ability to support His Church.  There should be no minimum or maximum limitations on an individual’s Stewardship commitment.  

Need for Communication 

In order to keep Stewardship at the forefront of the congregation, regular communication is required throughout the year, especially—but not only—at the inauguration of the Orthodox Christian Stewardship Program.  With time, the parish will be able to gauge the degree of communication required.  It is more prudent to err on the side of plentiful and regular verbal and visual communication.  In particular, experience has shown that mailing monthly/quarterly Stewardship statements to all Stewards increases the timely fulfillment of Stewardship commitments.

Donor Tracking Software

More and more parishes are using donor tracking software specific to churches to organize and keep track of Stewards’ personal information.  The kinds of information that can be tracked using this software include Stewardship and other giving, family information, employment, and ministry involvement, to name a few.  This kind of software is invaluable to a strong Stewardship Program as it allows and provides data for more targeted communication to different segments of the parish.  
Parish Print and Electronic Media 
The message of Stewardship can be further reinforced through the monthly parish newsletter, Sunday bulletin, and possibly even a dedicated Stewardship newsletter published periodically.  The Priest and Stewardship Committee should highlight, focus, and emphasize that the Stewards are expected to assume their proportionate share of the responsibility to support Christ’s Church.  The Stewards should be encouraged to offer their time and talents to the ministries of the Church and enhance their spiritual joy through giving.  Parish print and electronic media can readily keep the Stewards abreast of the status and progress of the community’s Orthodox Christian Stewardship Program.  

Distinctive Stationary

Custom designed stationary and envelopes serve to differentiate and highlight Stewardship communications from the usual parish mailings and focus the attention of the parishioners on Stewardship.  The message of Orthodox Christian Stewardship is distinguished and amplified by the distinctive stationary.  

Thank You Notes

We strongly recommend sending personalized thank-you notes.  
· Send a personalized thank-you note for each Stewardship commitment.  
· Send a personalized thank-you note for offerings at year’s end. 
· Send a personalized thank-you note for providing their time and talent after function or activity.

New Stewards
Orthodox Christians become Stewards of your particular Parish for their spiritual growth.  Other important reasons that people become Stewards are good Christian Education and Youth Ministries for their children, as well as for Sacraments and Rites.  When prospective Orthodox Christians indicate interest in becoming Stewards of your parish, the Church Office should send the prospective Stewards a Stewardship Enrollment Information Mailing, which they are requested to complete.  The Priest and the Stewardship Committee Chairman may also have an introductory and informational meeting with prospective and new Stewards.  This will provide them with an opportunity to familiarize them with the Parish Ministries and the Stewardship Program.  
Stewardship Enrollment Information Mailing 

The Stewardship Enrollment Information Mailing consists of:
· Stewardship Invitation Letter, personally inviting the individuals to become Stewards, with a short description.
· Stewardship Commitment Card/Family Information Form and return envelope.
Enrollment Procedure

The Stewardship Commitment Card of Time, Talent, and Treasure, when completed, should be returned to the Church Office to be entered into the Parish Stewardship Data Base.  The new Stewards will then receive all parish communications.
Collection Methods

During the Sunday Divine Liturgy, the Stewardship envelopes can be collected in the offering tray, which may be passed at the appropriate time during the Divine Liturgy.  Another method, in lieu of a collection during the Divine Liturgy, is to position an offering tray at the center aisle near the Narthex, so that Stewards may place their commitment envelope there or visitors may make an offering as they enter or leave the church.  

Offering Envelopes

A weekly or monthly envelope system works well as a collection vehicle for some parishioners, a reminder for others, and a way to send offerings when attending Church is not possible.  A significant percentage of the offerings may be received through the mail.  Additionally, consider Offering Envelopes for the Sunday School students and plant the seeds of Stewardship early.
Preparation for 
Stewardship Sunday
What is Stewardship Commitment Sunday?

Stewardship Commitment Sunday is the inauguration of annual Stewardship.  Prior to the day, prospective Stewards receive a Stewardship Sunday Invitation Mailing that explains the Stewardship Program and its importance to the spiritual life and Parish Ministries.  The mailing is an invitation to both become a Steward (a Commitment Card is enclosed in the mailing), as well as to participate in the Stewardship Commitment Sunday activities.  These activities may include some or all of the following:

· Stewardship sermon given by the Priest
· Special collection of commitments
· Testimonial by a Steward
· Offertory Prayer
· Reception, luncheon, or other special fellowship activities

· Going forward, you may want to consider a month-long Stewardship educational program culminating with Stewardship Sunday
Stewardship Sunday Invitation Mailing

The Stewardship Committee, with oversight from the parish Priest, prepares the Stewardship Sunday Invitation Mailing.  The mailing deadline should be at least 21 days before Stewardship Commitment Sunday.  The Invitation Mailing should contain the following five items: 

· Invitation Letter
· Stewardship Commitment Card
· A number 9 return envelope addressed to the Stewardship Committee at your parish 

· A number 10 envelope in which to mail the above items, printed with the Steward’s name and address (unless the Church Office uses window envelopes)
The Invitation Letter 
· The parish Priest prepares the Stewardship Sunday Invitation Letter addressed to the Stewards of the parish. The letter requests that Stewards bring their Commitment Cards on Stewardship Sunday or mail them to the church office. 
· In advance of the Invitation Mailing deadline, the Invitation Letter template should be prepared for merging with the Steward’s name and address, thus producing a personalized letter for each Steward.

Stewardship Commitment Card
· The Stewardship Commitment Card/Family Information Form is preprinted with the Steward’s name, address, and a place for the amount to be offered.  The name and address may be mail merged onto the card or labels may be prepared and placed in the designated area. 
· Prepare additional blank Commitment Cards to be placed in the pews or distributed on Stewardship Sunday.  Those who do not bring their completed Stewardship Commitment Cards to church will have the opportunity to use this blank card to make their commitment.  

Stewardship Sunday
Stewardship Sunday 
The parish Priest coordinates and leads the Stewardship Sunday event, assisted by the Stewardship Committee and the Parish Council.  It would do well to include a personal testimony by one of the Stewards of the parish who speaks on the spiritual rewards of Stewardship giving.  Their message can prove to be very moving and inspirational.  A podium is set on the solea for this purpose. 
Collection of Stewardship Cards

After the Divine Liturgy is completed and the Stewardship speaker has completed his or her talk, the Stewardship Committee Chairman and the Parish Council President, each bearing an offering tray, lead the Parish Council to the solea.  
The Priest is the first to place his Stewardship Commitment Card in the offering tray.  Then the Priest will take the tray and hold it as each Parish Council member places his or her Stewardship Commitment Card in the tray.  The Parish Council President and Stewardship Committee Chairman receive the trays from the Priest and proceed to pass the trays among the congregation assisted by other Council Members.

After the Stewardship Cards are collected, the Priest faces the Altar Table and either reads alone or invites the congregation to read the Stewardship Offertory Prayer.  (If the Priest wishes, he can print the prayer in the Sunday Bulletin so that the congregation can read it with him.)

Suggested Offertory Prayer

Adapted from the Liturgy of Saint Basil the Great

Priest:  Let us pray to the Lord.

People: Lord, have mercy.

Priest [or People Together]:  O Lord our God, You created us and brought us into this life.  You showed us the way to salvation and have granted us the revelation of the heavenly mysteries.  Accept our Stewardship Offering as an acceptable sacrifice and in return send down upon us the grace of your Holy Spirit.  Look down on us, O Lord, and accept our Stewardship Commitment as You accepted the gifts of Abel, the offerings of Noah, the burnt offerings of Abraham, the priestly sacrifices of Moses and Aaron and the peace offerings of Samuel.  Accept also now, in your goodness, O Lord, these gifts from the hands of us sinners, making us worthy of the reward of the faithful and wise stewards on the fearful day of Your just judgment.
For You are the God of mercy, love and salvation and we glorify You, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, now and forever and to the ages of ages.  Amen. 
Follow-Up
Ongoing Reminders

Stewardship Commitment Cards provide tangible confirmation of a commitment to support the Parish Ministries.  A dedicated effort to encourage 100 percent support from the Stewards is essential, especially during the first quarter of the year.  Parish Bylaws may be revised to stipulate that participation in Parish Council Elections or Parish Assemblies is dependent on a Stewardship commitment by March 1 of the current year.  To reach a 100 percent level of participation by all requires a persistent and continual effort throughout the year.  

Expect to send follow-up letters monthly or quarterly through September, followed by a special letter in early December and, if needed, an end-of-year letter.  

Monthly/Quarterly Stewardship Offering Statements

The Monthly/Quarterly Stewardship Offering Statements are a critically important means of communication.  They allow the Stewardship Committee to regularly and formally communicate with, update the status of, and thank the parish Stewards for their support.  It is best if the accompanying letter and statement are personalized for each Steward.  

Organization of Stewards

For better management and organization, you may segment the Stewards into several groups—confidentially and strictly for office and committee use only.  Each group will receive a slightly different cover letter with their Monthly/Quarterly Statement, depending on the progress of their commitment payment for the current year.  Those groups may include the following and are described in detail below: Committed (Fulfilled) Stewards, Committed (Ongoing) Stewards, and Non-Committed Parishioner.  
Committed (Fulfilled) Stewards

Fulfilled Stewards are those who have submitted a Commitment Card and made offerings in an amount sufficient to fulfill or complete their commitment for the year.  They may receive a letter of appreciation.
Committed (Ongoing) Stewards
Committed Stewards who have submitted a Commitment Card and have made offerings, but the total offered amount does not yet match or fulfill the committed amount, are considered Ongoing.  

Non-Committed Parishioner 
Non-Committed Parishioners are those who have been Stewards of the parish in past years but have neither signed a Commitment Card nor made an offering in the current year.  They receive a special letter each month or quarter as a reminder and gentle urging to take on the responsibilities of a Steward of the parish.  The Priest and Stewardship Committee should make every effort to stay connected with these individuals and families and to discover why a Commitment was not made or fulfilled in the current year.  
Please note: Some parishes may have parishioners who choose to make offerings of time, talent, and treasure but do not submit a formal commitment.  These parishioners may be treated as Stewards of the church.  The church office or Stewardship Committee will need to tailor Stewardship mailings specifically for this group.  Every effort should be made to encourage these parishioners to make a formal commitment.  
End-of-Year Procedure
The Importance of an End-of-Year Procedure

In the best of worlds, every Steward is an active supporter of the ministries of the parish by offering their Time, Talents and Treasures.  Unfortunately, this is not always the case.  People move in and out of the church’s area of service, change residence, or may lose interest in pursuing active participation as a Steward.  Identifying those who have not fulfilled their commitments or not committed at all during the year requires special focus and effort. 
During the last three months of the year, special appeals should be made to those who are Committed (Ongoing) or Non-Committed.  These are listed below for your convenience with a brief description of each:
· Committed (Ongoing) Stewards, those who have submitted a Stewardship Commitment Card but their offering has not yet fulfilled their commitment.  There may be some in this group who have not made any offerings toward their commitment. 
· Non-Committed Parishioner, those who neither signed a Stewardship Commitment Card nor made any offering during the year.  

Procedure for Committed (Ongoing) Stewards

On or about December 1, a special letter is sent informing the Committed (Ongoing) Stewards of the amount necessary to fulfill their commitment.  If no response is received by December 31, a special cover letter may be sent with the Final Stewardship Offering Statement asking for fulfillment of the committed amount. 
Procedure for Non-Committed Parishioner
With each Monthly/Quarterly Stewardship Offering Statement, a special letter is sent, reminding the Non-Committed Parishioner to make a commitment for the current year.  The letter is sent together with “pro forma” offerings statement showing a blank commitment line and a zero offering to date.  In addition, a new Stewardship Commitment Card and return envelope is included.  
Early in the New Year, the parish Priest (or a Stewardship Committee Member that he designates) should contact Non-Committed Parishioners to ascertain why they have not committed and invite them back into the life of the church, personally.  At some point, Non-Committed Parishioners are reviewed with the Parish Priest and final decisions are made with respect to removal from the active rolls.  This should not be done with the intention of “cleaning up” the Stewardship list.  It should be done only as a last step, when attempts have been made to re-introduce them to the offerings of the church, or when it has been determined that they have become stewards of a different Orthodox parish.
Orthodox Christian Stewardship Program

[Parish Name] Serbian Orthodox Church

Address, City, State, Zip and Telephone

[Date]

[Saint of the Day]

Mr. & Mrs. George Steward

33 Unidentified Road

Anywhere NY  10045

Dear Mr. & Mrs. Steward:

As we consider God’s blessings, we are in awe of His immense goodness toward us. The greatest gifts to us are His Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior and the constant presence of His Holy Spirit working in the Church and in our lives.

God endows each of us with personal gifts, talents and material possessions. Stewardship is acknowledging that God is the source of each gift that has been received and each possession that has been accumulated. 

Orthodox Christian Stewardship reminds us that these gifts are not our own; that we have a trusteeship over them and not an ownership. Stewardship means to give a portion back to God, as a direct way of expressing our thanksgiving to Him for these gifts.

Our Church meets the financial needs of its annual Ministries and Operating Budget by way of its Orthodox Christian Stewardship Program. Consequently, our parishioners are Stewards of [Parish Name], rather than dues payers, and they accept direct responsibility for the financial support and progress of our Church and its mission. 

Before completing and mailing the enclosed Commitment Card and Family Information Form to the Church Office, please give the matter of your Orthodox Christian Stewardship Commitment for next year your most serious and prayerful consideration.  The financial level at which you arrive should be a spiritual expression of gratitude and love to God for all you have received. 

Yours in Christ,

[Signature]

Rev. Fr. [Name of Priest]

[Title]

[Enclose a Stewardship Card and Information Form]
Orthodox Christian Stewardship Program

[Parish Name] Serbian Orthodox Church

Address, City, State, Zip and Telephone

 [Date]

[Saint of the Day]

Mr. & Mrs. George Steward

33 Unidentified Road

Anywhere NY  10045

Dear Mr. & Mrs. Steward:

You are invited to join the Stewards of [Parish Name] on Sunday, November [date] by attending the Divine Liturgy and Stewardship Sunday Program. This Sunday is dedicated to spiritually reinvigorating and renewing our commitment to the Church in preparation for the challenges we will face in the New Year [year].

Your free will Orthodox Christian Stewardship commitment in support of the [Parish Name] Serbian Orthodox Church is a vital part of advancing the work of Christ and our Orthodox Faith in our Parish and our Church at large.

We ask that you prayerfully consider your [year] Orthodox Christian Stewardship Commitment, commensurate with your resources and your gratitude for the bounties and blessings our Lord has bestowed on you.

We invite you to attend the Divine Liturgy on Stewardship Sunday and place your Commitment Card in the offering tray.  Alternatively, you may return your Commitment Card by mail in the enclosed envelope.

I offer you my personal gratitude, beforehand, for your generosity and partnership in Christ’s work of salvation.

Yours in Christ,

[Signature]

Rev. Fr. [Name of Priest]

[Title]

[Enclose a Stewardship Commitment Card, Bi-Fold Appeal and Return Envelope]

Orthodox Christian Stewardship Program

[Parish Name] Serbian Orthodox Church

Address, City, State, Zip and Telephone

[Date]

[Saint of the Day]

Mr. & Mrs. George Steward

33 Unidentified Road

Anywhere NY  10045

Dear Mr. & Mrs. Steward:

Enclosed is your Stewardship Commitment Statement as of [date].  Thank you for your support of the [Parish Name] Orthodox Christian Stewardship and Ministries Program.

You are encouraged to offer your prayerful thanks and commit yourself to the fulfillment of your personal assistance by giving back a portion of the fruits of your labor to Christ’s Church in thanksgiving for His many blessings to you. 

Your Stewardship Commitment is a testimony of your dedication to enhancing your personal spiritual life and spreading our beloved Orthodox Faith.  I thank you on behalf of [Parish Name].   

Yours in Christ,

[Signature]

Rev. Fr. [Name of Priest]

[Title]

[Enclose a Stewardship Statement]

Orthodox Christian Stewardship Program

[Parish Name] Serbian Orthodox Church

Address, City, State, Zip and Telephone

 [Date]

[Saint of the Day]

Mr. & Mrs. George Steward

33 Unidentified Road

Anywhere NY  10045

Dear Mr. & Mrs. Steward:

Enclosed is your Stewardship Commitment Statement as of [date].  Thank you for signing a [year] Orthodox Christian Stewardship Commitment Card to support the Ministries of [Parish Name].  Your Stewardship provides the foundation for our service in the Lord and has a direct effect on encountering the challenges of the future.

As a valued Steward and supporter of our Parish, we lovingly remind you that as of this writing we have not received any offering toward your annual Stewardship Commitment.  

Please take the time to make your offering today and enable our Church to continue to enhance the spiritual growth of the Orthodox Christians entrusted to our care.   

May our Lord richly bless you in all your endeavors.

Yours in Christ,

[Signature]

Rev. Fr. [Name of Priest]

[Title]

[Enclose a Stewardship Statement]

Orthodox Christian Stewardship Program

[Parish Name] Serbian Orthodox Church

Address, City, State, Zip and Telephone

[Date]

[Saint of the Day]

Mr. & Mrs. George Steward

33 Unidentified Road

Anywhere NY  10045

Dear Mr. & Mrs. Steward:

As a valued Steward and supporter of [Parish Name], we lovingly remind you that as of this writing we have not received a Stewardship Commitment Card or an offering to the Church for [year].

Your Stewardship provides the foundation for our Parish Ministries and our efforts in meeting the formidable challenges of spreading Christ’s Word and our Orthodox Faith.

Please take time to make your Stewardship Commitment today and enable our Church to meet the many pressing needs of ministry we face.  For your convenience, we have enclosed an Orthodox Christian Stewardship Commitment Card and return envelope.

May our Lord richly bless you and your family in all your endeavors.

Yours in Christ,

[Signature]

Rev. Fr. [Name of Priest]

[Title]

[Enclose a Stewardship Statement, a new Stewardship Commitment Card and a return envelope]

Orthodox Christian Stewardship Program

[Parish Name] Serbian Orthodox Church

Address, City, State, Zip and Telephone

[Date]

[Saint of the Day]

Mr. & Mrs. George Steward

33 Unidentified Road

Anywhere NY  10045

Dear Mr. & Mrs. Steward:

With Christmas almost upon us, we at [Parish Name] are truly thankful for you and your family here in our Church.  You are a vital part of our Church Community.
Please take a few minutes to review your [year] Orthodox Christian Stewardship Commitment of [$1,000], which you committed in support of our [Parish Name] Ministries.  To date you have sent [$350] in offerings toward fulfillment of that Orthodox Christian Stewardship Commitment.

Kindly consider our reminder during this season of joy and good will. Please complete your Stewardship Commitment for [year] and ensure the success of the programs undertaken for the spiritual needs of the families entrusted to our care.
May the grace of our Lord bless you and your loved ones to experience the joy of Christmas through the joy of giving.

Yours in Christ,

[Signature]

Rev. Fr. [Name of Priest]

[Title]

[Enclose a Stewardship Offering Statement] 
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