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EVERY ACT OF CHARITY ON EARTH IS AN 

INVESTMENT IN HEAVEN

Imagine a carpenter with the crudest of tools. It takes him many days to make a simple table; and its quality is so low that the price he obtains for it is poor. He has a choice: either he can spend all the money he earns on food and drink or he can set some money aside, even if it means going hungry, in order to buy better tools. If he does the latter, then he will soon be making good tables much more quickly, and so his earnings will quickly rise. This choice is analogous to a spiritual choice that each of us must make. Either we can spend for our own pleasure all the wealth we possess or we can set aside part of our wealth to give to others. If we do the latter, then we may sacrifice a few immediate, earthly pleasures; but the joy we earn for ourselves in heaven, far, far surpasses the pleasure we have lost on earth. Every act of charity on earth is an investment in heaven.

Saint John Chrysostom

STEWARDS OF HIS BOUNTY

Share what you have, lest you lose what you have. Spend what you possess on the needs of others in order to keep what you possess. Do not cling to what you own, lest it be taken away from you. Do not hoard your treasures, lest they rot and become worthless. Entrust all your wealth to God, because then it is protected against all who want to steal or destroy it. Do you understand what these injunctions mean? Or do they sound like nonsense to you? To the person without faith, they mean nothing. But to the person with faith, they make perfect sense. Faith tells us that God alone can supply the material things on which we depend. He gives some people more than they need, not that they can enjoy great luxury, but to make them stewards of his bounty. If they are bad stewards, keeping this bounty to themselves they will become poor in spirit, and their hearts will fill with misery. If they are good stewards, they will become rich in spirit, their hearts filling with joy.

Saint John Chrysostom

GOLD IN HEAVEN

You shall receive gold in heaven at a far greater rate of interest than you could ever imagine.

Saint John Chrysostom

GLORY OF HEAVEN

Through Stewardship, let your particular Church become a reflection on earth of the glory of heaven.

Saint John Chrysostom

WE OWE EVERYTHING TO GOD

When you are generous, you are not bestowing a gift, but repaying a debt. Everything you possess materially comes from God, who created all things. And every spiritual and moral virtue you possess is through divine grace. Thus you owe every-thing to God. More than that, God has given you his Son, to show you how to live: how to use your material pos-sessions, and how to grow in moral and spiritual virtue. We may say that your material and spiritual possession cost God nothing; God created the universe in order to express his own glory. But the gift of his Son was supremely costly, because his Son suffered and died for our sakes. The agony of Christ on the cross is the measure of how much God loves us. For this reason we should take none of our gifts, material or spiritual, for granted; day-by-day we should give thanks to God for what he has bestowed on us. Once this spirit of gratitude infuses us, we shall see generosity for what it is. We will regard our act as no more than a small token of appreciation for all that we have received or, more precisely, the repayment of a tiny fraction of God's blessings.

Saint John Chrysostom
MY CHURCH DUES

I have never liked the term "my church dues." You see. There really are no Church dues. A person can be a member of the congregation in good standing and still not be able to contribute anything toward the work of the church. God has never expected anything from individuals who do not have the financial ability to give. Therefore, I like terms as "my church pledge," "my church gift" or "my church commitment." Each of these words has the connotation of a voluntary contribution.

When the Apostle Paul spoke to the congregation at Corinth, he said, "Upon the first day of the week, lay thee in store as you have been prospered." This I believe is the God-pleasing way of giving toward the work of one's church. Each week we give as we have been prospered. If all people did this, the church would have few financial problems.

STEWARDSHIP ROLL OF HONOR

(Suggested for Monthly Publication beginning in January)

We list below those Stewards who have submitted their Christian Stewardship Commitment Card for [2016] as of January. We thank them for responding to the needs of the Church. We can only do the work of Christ and spread Orthodoxy by the assistance and generosity of our Stewards. Your money is translated into "diakonia," service or ministry. You are sharing and supporting in making the Kingdom of God accessible to all who enter our Church's doors.

We have no other purpose as a Church than to glorify God, learn His ways and become practicing Orthodox Christians. The pri​mary purpose of the Church is to spread the Word of God and our Faith to all peo​ple, but especially to our children through our Sunday School and Youth. They are the future of the Church. When each of us face God, we will answer for all our acts, including the portion of His gifts we return to His Church.

If your name does not appear on this list it may be due to a clerical error for which we apologize or we may have re​ceived your Stewardship Commitment card after January [date]. It may be also that you have not submitted your 2016 card yet. If this is the case, please mail your card today. The Stewardship Roll of Honor will be published in the [Month] [Parish or Stewardship Newsletter] for those whose names do not appear in this issue.

According to our Parish by-laws, all Stewardship Commitment Cards must be received on or before [March 1] in order to be considered a Steward in good standing of the Parish and to participate in elections and Parish assemblies. We are also preparing our 2016 Parish Directory and would like to include your name and address as a Steward of our beloved Parish.

May our Lord bless you for your generos​ity and love for His Church.

(List Names of Steward in Alpha Order
WINDOWS AND MIRRORS

Wherever we live, we observe two common items made of glass: windows and mirrors. We look through a window but at a mirror. A mirror simply reflects what is in front of it. We look, in a mirror to see how we look, but we don't need a mirror to see how other people look; we need a window.

Our life style can be like a window or like a mirror. "Window" people look beyond themselves, at other people, at the world. "Mirror" people see only themselves. Therein lies their misery.

Christ and His followers are "window" people. Through Christian stewardship they find life's highest joy in helping support God's work in the world through His Church.

A LASTING INVESTMENT

A prosperous businessman became very much interested in the church. The congregation felt that they needed a new organ, so this man offered a gift of $25,000. Then came the depression years. This man's business collapsed, and in desperation he set out to look for some kind of a new job. He ended up by becoming caretaker of the church to which he had given this organ. When visitors came to this temple of worship he would always tell them the story and then would say, "It proves that all the things I have kept, I have lost; that which I have given away is still here - still a part of my church."

Any investment we make in God's kingdom is never a losing proposition. It pays greater dividends than any other investment.

PRIORITY QUESTIONS

Where does my giving to the Church belong? Do I consider it a matter of mere choice? Do I think of it as something obligatory? Is it merely a personal preference? Or do I look upon it as privilege and responsibility? When I plan my budget, where do I place my giving to the Church? Do I place it first because the responsibility is laid on my heart, or do I place it last, after I have discovered if anything is still available? Is my giving to the Church proportionate giving? Do I relate my giving to the Church to what I spend on pleasure and comforts and luxuries and even necessities? Is my giving haphazard? Does it belong in the category of leftovers? In other words, do I find a rightful place for stewardship in my life? Do I treat my giving carelessly or do I treat it as thoughtfully as I want God to treat me and mine? 

The prophet Samuel said, "I will not offer to the Lord my God that which has cost me nothing."

WITH INFINITE LOVE

When someone sends you something, you look at the gift card, or at the address, to see who sent it. This is only natural. But there is a gift card that goes with everything we have, if we only look to see, and the card reads like this: "With infinite Love, Yours faithfully, God. 

CONDEMNED FOR NOTHING

Christ told the story of a fig tree that was in danger of being cut down because for several years it bore no fruit at all. The servant with one talent was denounced because he did nothing with it. The five foolish virgins were not admitted to the wedding celebration because they had no oil. On Judgment Day Jesus will say to those on His left, "Whatsoever you have not done unto the least of my brethren, you have not done it unto Me." What have you rendered to the Lord for all His benefits to you? What kind of a sacrifice do you bring to Christ every Sunday because you love Him?

THE NEED OF THE GIVER TO GIVE

What is Stewardship? The dictionary defines it as "the individual's responsibility to manage his life and property with proper regard to the rights of others" (Webster's New Collegiate Dictionary).

The Christian definition of stewardship involves man's responsibility to God for his time, talents, possessions and self. The faithful and wise steward is the one who knows that his Master has set him in charge of His household and gives him his portion of food at the proper time (Luke 12:42).

Stewardship embraces every area of life. It calls on us to realize that we are not owners of our time and talents. We are stewards, called to manage these gifts for a brief time, always responsible to the God Who entrusts them to us.

Often we give God and His Church a minimum of our time, talents and money. The rest is ours to do as we please. By so doing God remains on the fringe of life and there is no joy in our giving.

Stewardship aims to move God from the fringe to the center of life. It endeavors to do this by implementing the dictum of Jesus: "Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also." If we place God first in our lives and invest our treasure in Him, our heart will follow our treasure. Nay more, our lives will overflow with joy.

We do not give because the Church needs money to carry on its work. We do not give because the Church needs a new roof or a new boiler. This approach amounts to nothing but begging. It is simply not proper for God's Church to beg.

We give because we need to give. We give because we need to express to God our gratitude for His countless blessings to us. We give because we need to acknowledge practically in our lives with such concrete things as our time, talents and possessions that God does indeed come first; that He deserves the first and the best portion of all that I am and possess.

More important that what the Church needs, is the need of the giver to give.

COPPER OR GOD?

The story is told that one day a beggar by the roadside asked for alms from Alexander the Great as he passed by. The man was poor and wretched and had no claim upon the ruler, no right even to lift a solicitous hand. Yet the Emperor threw him several gold coins. A Courtier was astonished at his generosity and commented. "Sir, copper coins would adequately meet a beggar's need. Why give him gold?" Alexander responded in royal fashion, "Copper coins would suit the beggar's need, but gold coins suit Alexander's giving."

This is an example of how God gives to us. "He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?" (Rom. 8:32). Such a God deserves not my "coppers" but my gold!
PROPORTIONATE GIVING

God does not expect more than you can give. Nor does He expect less. Proportional giving is not something unique to the New Testament (1 Corinthians 16:2). Even in the Levitical offerings there was provision for giving according to means. If God had richly blessed you, there was a fitting way to show your gratitude the offering of a young bull. Those not so fortunate could still express their thanks by offering a sheep, a goat, or a bird. But whether the offering was as large as Solomon's (who sacrificed 22,000 oxen and 120,000 sheep at the dedication of the temple (1 Kings 8:36), or as small as Mary's (who brought the offering of the poor, a pair of turtledoves, after the birth of Jesus-Luke 2:24), the important thing was not the size of the gift but the intent of the giver. The poor man's pigeon smelled as sweet to God as the rich man's bull.

THE ULTIMATE OWNER OF ALL

In Jesus' teaching it is the master who gives his servants the talents (Matthew 25:15), and the owner who gives the husbandmen the vineyard (Matthew 21:33). This principle has far-reaching consequences. Men can buy and sell things; men can to some extent alter and rearrange things; but man cannot create things. The ultimate ownership of all things belongs to God. There is nothing in this world of which a man can say, "This is mine." Of all things he can only say, "This belongs to God, and God has given me the use of it." Therefore this basic principle of life emerges. There is nothing in this world of which any man can say, "This is mine, and I will therefore do what I like with it." Of everything he must say, "This is God's, and I must use it as its owner would have it to be used." There is a story of a city child who was taken for a day in the country. For the first time in her life she saw a drift of bluebell. She turned to her teacher and said, "Do you think God would mind, if I picked one of His flowers." That is the correct attitude to life and all things in the world. 

William Barclay

I DON'T GET ANYTHING OUT OF THE LITURGY

As a priest I have heard this complaint countless times. The truth is that we do not come to church primarily to get something out of the liturgy. We come to the liturgy to give ourselves, our possessions, our whole being to God. This is what we do when we place ourselves on the holy table through the prosphoron, or altar bread, which expresses the giving of our life to God. Only if we first give ourselves to God, shall we be able to get something out of the liturgy. What we will get is the presence of the Lord Jesus within us. We shall carry Him out of the church with us to bring Him as Christ-bearers to others.

SEEING BOTH NEAR AND FAR

In Westminster Abbey, London, I came upon a little statue that showed Saint Matthew writing his Gospel with a pair of spectacles perched on the end of his nose. In reality, he wrote long before the invention of spectacles, but the sympathetic sculptor, perhaps beginning to have eye trouble he added the detail.

I was tested for new spectacles today. My specialist asked me, "Do you want bifocals again?" I answered, "I wouldn't think of having any others now." That especially ground area at the bottom of the lens enables me to see things, which are close, while the rest of the lens serves for things afar.

Optometrists and preachers are engaged in similar work, helping people to see clearly. Seeing clearly, in the Christian sense, is seeing both near and far. We Christians need bifocals on our spirits to see needs, work, and worship of the church both locally and far overseas, in small personal relationships and in the whole world. 

Rita F. Snowden

OFFERING WITH GLADNESS

Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life and labor to the Lord.

USING OUR TALENTS

     Albert Schweitzer was, perhaps, the greatest man of his generation. He was a concert organist, a profound New Testament scholar and a famous theologian. One day while he was reading the scriptures, he happened upon the story of the rich man and Lazarus. As he thought about it, Schweitzer saw Africa as the beggar lying at Europe's door. This prompted Schweitzer to give up his career in theology to go to medical school and eventually to open his hospital for the poor in Lambarene, French Equatorial Africa. 

     After many years of service to mankind, Albert Schweitzer wrote: "The only ones among you who will be really happy are those who will have sought and found how to serve." 

     We can take that testimony to be accurate since Schweitzer lived out so well the philosophy that he taught. 

PENNIES FOR EDUCAITON

     Little Hattie Wiatt faithfully attended Sunday School until she became ill. Following her death, fifty-seven pennies were found wrapped in a note and stuck in her red pocketbook. The note read: "To help build the little Temple bigger so that more children can go to Sunday School." Hattie had saved her pennies for nearly two years to build a Sunday School large enough for all the children who wanted to attend. Newspapers publicized Hattie's story and within five years, Hattie's fifty-seven pennies, like the loaves and fishes, had grown to $250,000. Pastor Russell Conwell used the pennies as the the catalyst to raise more money to byuild the Baptist Temple in Philadelphia. From that great church sprant Temple University, one the the nations's strongest educational institutions.

A little girl gave what she could to Jesus, and He used it mangificently.

Walter B. Knight

TOO MUCH HELP FROM TOO FEW PEOPLE

In Cleveland, Ohio, one will find the Euclid Avenue Baptist Church if it is still alive!

Financed largely by the Rockefeller family, John D. Rockefeller, Sr., gave most of the operating cost and $250,000 as a gift for the building, then his son gave another $250,000 in 1934.

At one time the church had a membership of 2,000, but it dwindled to 75 in 1956. A fair guess would be that it died from too much help from too few people.

Nothing will destroy a church as quickly as poor stewardship on the part of the members. 

Donald F. Ackland and Robert Dean, 

FOR THOSE WHO RAISE FUNDS

The major weakness in most local church fund drives is the timidity of pastors to talk about money and their failure to cultivate giving habits among their people. How often I have heard a pastor say, "That's not my province. I don't want to know what my people give.

But a pastor can't minister to his people adequately without developing their giving habits. A person's giving is an indicator of his or her spiritual temperature. 

I'LL HELP OUT WHEN I CAN

A man had a fatal illness, so he did all kinds of things to try to hasten his death. Once he swam out into the ocean as far as he could, hoping to drown. As he went down for the third time it occurred to him that he really prized life and wanted to live, so in his exhausted condition he tried to swim back to shore. As he started back he said, "Oh God, get me out of this and I'll give you 90 percent of everything I've got. A little later he said, "Oh God, get me out of this and I'll give you 60 percent of all I've got." As he came within sight of shore he said "30 percent." When his feet touched bottom he said, "I'll help out when I can." When he crawled up on the beach, he said to God, "You're the one who got me into this in the first place." 

Sincere tithing must not be an attempt to buy God's favor or to get something in return. It is the grateful recognition that everything has come from God and that we are temporary stewards deciding how it will be used.                                           David Rogne

CRYING AND TITHING

"I apologize for my baby's crying in church ...she is teething."  

"No problem. But why was your husband crying?" 

"He's tithing." 

Lexington Herald-Leader, Lexington, KY 

SPIRIT OF OFFERING

   "We will not offer to God offerings that cost us nothing."

SILVER AND THE NEEDS OF OTHERS

There was once a man who had accumulated vast riches but he remained unhappy. He paid a visit to an old sage to inquire about the reason for his gloom. The wise man asked him to look through the window onto the street and said: "What do you see?" 

The rich man replied: "I see people." 

"Now," said the wise man, "look in the mirror on the wall and tell me what you see." "I see myself," he responded. 

"Yes, herein lies the answer to your problem," declared the wise man. "The mirror is made of glass and the window is made of glass; but when a little silver is added, you no longer see other people. You see only yourself."

 Robert S. Bachelder 

RICHES

     "When a man is rich, God gets a partner or the man loses his soul." 

LIVING BY GIVING

     John D. Rockefeller, Sr. drove himself hard to be a success. He was a millionaire by age twenty-three and by the age of fifty was the richest man on earth. But then Rockefeller developed a serious illness, which caused the hair on his head, eyebrows and eyelashes to drop off. The world's only billionaire could only digest milk and crackers. As someone noted, "He could not sleep, would not smile and nothing in life meant much to him at all." Doctors predicted death within a  year. 

     One night, however, he realized that he could take nothing with him into the next world. The next day he started a new life.  Rather than hoarding his money, he gave it to those in need. Establishing the Rockefeller Foundation, he funded hospitals, research and mission work. His contributions eventually led to the discovery of penicillin as well as cures for malaria, tuberculosis and diphtheria. By learning to live by giving rather than getting he altered his life dramatically and lived to the ripe old age of ninety-eight! 

     "The Romans had a proverb which said that money was like sea-water; the more a man drank the thirstier he became. And so long as a man's attitude is that of the rich fool his desire will always be to get more--and that is the reverse of the Christian way."   

William Barclay 

THE LOVE OF MONEY

I Timothy 6:10 warns against the love of money. Many people read that verse wrong; it is not money, but the love of money, which is condemned.  

Augustine said about the same thing in his commentary on another biblical passage, "It is not a matter of income but of desire.  Look at the rich man standing beside you; perhaps he has a lot of money on him but no avarice in him; while you, who have no money, have a lot of avarice." God isn't condemning your account balance but your attitude.   

 John R. Muether

MONEY ROLLS AWAY

     Money is round. It rolls away. 

Sholom Aleichem. 

MAKE USE OF YOUR WEALTH

     "If God has given you wealth, give thanks to God, and see that you make right use of it..." 

Martin Luther. 

GUIDELINES FOR CHRISTIAN FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP

1. Anonymously - "...but when you do a charitable deed, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing.

(Matthew 6: 1-4)

2. Regularly - If we extend St. Paul's suggestion to the Church in Corinth about their collection for the Church in Jerusalem, we see he advocates a healthy practice: "...on the first day of the week let each one of you lay something aside, storing up as he may prosper..." (I Cor. 9:6)

3. Generously - "But this I say: He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully." (II Cor. 9:6)

4. Cheerfully - "So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity, for God loves a cheerful giver." (II Cor 9:7)

5. Expectantly - "And God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you, always having all sufficiency in all things, may have an abundance for every good work... Now may He who supplies seed to the sower, and bread for food, supply and multiply the seed you have sown and increase the fruits of your righteousness...." (II Cor 9:8-10)

6. Freely - That is, unencumbered. Keep debt to a minimum; better yet, have no debt at all. "Owe no one anything, except to love one another." (Romans 13:8)

7. Proportionally - The expectation throughout the Old Testament into the New is that of returning to God the first fruits of your possessions. In modern terminology we call this first portion percentage giving.

8. Sacrificially - The Christian life is expected to be sacrificial in all aspects, including giving. If your level of giving doesn't hurt, you probably aren't giving enough!

(Oriented Leadership)

THE ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS OF CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP

1.  Acceptance of the belief that all life and life itself is a gift from God.

2. Freedom to choose not to sin and freedom from the constraints, pressures and temptations of the world, which smother the expression of this belief.

3. Life in the Spirit which is characterized by behavior that uses and nurtures the time, talents, and treasure entrusted to us by God.               (Oriented Leadership)

WHAT I STILL POSSESS

I have held many things in my hands, and I have lost them all; but whatever I have placed in God's hands, that I still possess. 

GIVE UNTIL IT FEEL GOOD

In many churches, clergy exhort their parishioners to "give until it hurts" All we have found is that Greek Orthodox Christians have a "very low pain threshold." I hope we will give until it feels good. The money we give each week enables [Parish Name] to be a giving, godly force in our community and our world.

SACRIFICE OF THANKSGIVING

Is the offering in your envelope today a sacrifice of thanksgiving? Is it a true sacrifice for you and your family? Is it given in thanksgiving? We here at [Parish Name] believe that all we have and all our time, ability, and money are gifts from a glorious and generous God. By Stewardship we thankfully offer back to God only a part of that which God has given us. Thank you for your faithfulness in your giving.

A LIVING SACRIFICE

Did you prepare yourselves today to be a living sacrifice to God? What kind of sacrifice does God want? How is your Stewardship of God's creation sacrificed? Each Sunday, we present ourselves to God and pray for God's mercy that we and our gifts are acceptable. "Lord, have mercy."

OFFERING OURSELVES TO GOD

When we come to Church, we offer God three things: our "time," an hour and a half-of our "talent," our abilities to pray, praise, sing, worship, and our "money." God accepts these, because God wants not our gifts, but us as givers. God wants us. We are the living sacrifice.

SACRIFICE AND THANKSGIVING

We take a collection in the offertory tray. We do this every service at [Parish Name]. The Psalmist tells us to do this in a spirit of sacrifice and thanksgiving. Sacrifice means that the gift we offer makes a difference in our lives. I thank God for the sacrifices you are making every week in thanksgiving for the way that God has blessed you.

HONOR FOR WHAT WE GIVE

No person was ever honored for what he receives. Honor has been the reward for what he gave. 

Calvin Coolidge

ATTITUDE TOWARD MONEY

If a person gets his attitude toward money straight, it will help straighten our almost every other area of his life. 

Bill Graham.

STEWARDSHIP: FRUITS OF THE SPIRIT

Stewardship is an expression of the fruit of Christ's life, through the Holy Spirit, in us.

STEWARDSHIP AND FUNDRAISING

The difference between fund-raising and stewardship is that between following the letter of the Law and the spirit of the Law.

GOD IS THE CREATOR

God is the author of our creation. God created the world and God created us. Often, I hear someone say, "I am a self-made man or woman." Such people worship themselves as their own creator. We acknowledge the Lord our Creator. We worship not ourselves, but God, who created us. Our Stewardship of time, abilities, and money acknowledges that God created all of us.

STEWARDSHIP IS A SPIRITUAL ACT OF THANKSGIVING

Each week as you write your check or put your money in your Stewardship envelope, you are making a spiritual act of thanksgiving for all of God's gifts. It is an act of graciousness, of appreciation for God's work throughout your daily life. Please be generous, for we are returning to God a portion of what God has given us.
STEWARDSHIP AND WORSHIP

Each week, we gather to praise God by our worshipping God the Father as Creator, God the Son as Redeemer and God the Holy Spirit as Sanctifier and Comforter. We acknowledge God as the Provider of all our blessings when we bring our offerings to the altar. Our offerings symbolize our Stewardship, that is the management of our time, abilities, and money, that which we return to God through God's Church to proclaim God's Kingdom.

OFFERTORY PRAYER

THE LITURGY OF SAINT BASIL THE GREAT

(Adapted)

  O Lord our God You created us and brought us into this life. You showed us the way to salvation and have granted us the revelation of the heavenly mysteries. Accept our Stewardship Offering as an acceptable sacrifice and in return send down upon us the grace of your Holy Spirit. Look down on us, O Lord, and accept our Stewardship Commitment as You accepted the gifts of Abel, the offerings of Noah, the burnt offerings of Abraham, the priestly sacrifices of Moses and Aaron and the peace offerings of Samuel. Accept also now, in Your goodness, O Lord, these gifts from the hands of us sinners, making us worthy of the reward of the faithful and wise stewards on the fearful day of your just judgment.

For you are the God of mercy, love and salvation and you we glorify, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, now and forever and to the ages of ages. Amen.
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